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Orkanger, administrative center of Orkland municipality hosts 18690 inhabitants. Located near 
Trondheim, the city takes benefits of it and become an important town in Trøndelag.

The city is caracterised by its strong industrial history and its harbour is a large active sector 
in Orkanger. This long-standing industrial activity has already left its mark, creating a cultural 
identity for the city with the train museum, the Nerøra district, the main hotel and the building 
of norway.

However, although the town has its own identity, it is difficult to see it from the inside. Indeed, 
the city has developed without much guidance, so different districts have developed without 
creating links between them. Today, there are 3 major centers, the historic old town centre, 
the sports centre with its football stadiums and swimming pool, and a more economic centre 
with various functions, including the town hall and shopping mall.

The 3 different centers mentioned above are essentially connected by car. Orkanger is therefore, 
like most small towns, car-centric. The problem is that it leads to streets that are not very 
pleasant for pedestrians or cyclists. 

Our analysis of parking spaces in the town shows us that Orkanger has 2,630 parking spaces 
around its centers. This number may not be significant, but the problem we have raised is that the 
management of these car parks is not optimal, and the city is therefore punctuated by grey areas. 
 
To make it more pleasant to move around the city, we are proposing a toolbox focusing on the 
subject of car parks, how to reduce the visual impact of car parks, how to integrate them into 
the urban plan and find solutions to reduce the number of cars in the city center. And how 
to design future car parks, if there are to be any, so that they become an integral part of the city. 

Try to add value to the car park, they are 
not just empty areas for cars. You can add 
greenery and colour to the ground to make 

these spaces a little more cheerful.

Discussions between the various car park 
owners could facilitate access for all during 
events. The idea is to come to an agreement 

and share the spaces.

Think about integrating new uses into future 
car parks, which will then become more 
part of the city and could even become an 

attraction.

Consider the future use of the car parks. Just 
because they are car parks today doesn’t 
mean they have to stay that way. Be open to 
transforming car parks into a different use.
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CULTURAL IDENTITY

ORKANGER POPULATION

In contrast to small rural towns where 
the population is declining, Orkanger’s 

population is growing and is around 9,161 
in 2024.

Orkanger harbour is the largest containers 
terminal in Trøndelag. 
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TRANSFORMATION OF THE OLD RAILWAY

THE RAILWAY PARK

PHOTOGRAPHY REPORT
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Although the city is polluted by the many undeveloped car parks, 
some areas are very pleasant to walk around. In fact, there are some 
lovely walks along the river and around the harbour. Given the 
quality of these areas, we came up with the idea of developing a new 
linear park along the old railway line. 

The idea is to create a space for pedestrians and cyclists away from 
the busy roads. This new promenade in the middle of nature is both 
a tribute to the town’s industrial heritage and a link to the rest of 
the town. The park could become an attraction for tourists, but also 
a useful passageway for local residents and children on their way to 
school, for instance.

The park has been designed to become an integral part of 
the city. By following the old train line, where vegetation has 
begun to grow between the rails, two scenarios are taking shape. 
 
In the first scenario, where there is no vegetation on the line, it would 
become a pedestrian walkway with a cycle path along the side. 
 
A second scenario in which the railroad is dotted with trees. As a 
result, the cycle path beside the tracks would become a larger shared 
path for both cyclists and pedestrians. Between the vegetation, on the 
rails, infrastructures will be put in place to give a new character to the 
track. 

We can imagine rolling benches for resting, reading a book, 
or playing with children, or shared gardens set on the tracks 
where residents could come, plant and maintain their own seeds. 
 
These small attractions would make this space attractive and 
highlight the use of the old train track as a tribute to the city’s 
industrial past.

A LINEAR PARK IN THE CITY

, FOLLOWING THE OLD RAILWAY 

SCENARIO WHEN NATURE TAKES BACK ITS RIGHTS
People can walk on the rail and bikes are aside Shared path between pedestrians and bicycle,  Infrastruture on the rail Thanks to the photography report, we can see that at some 

part of the itinerary, trees are growing between the rail. 
This is why, we decided to create two different senarios. We 
want to respect the nature as much as possible.

When there is no tree, people can walk on the railway. 
On the other hand we can put small infrastructure to give 
rhythm to the promenade when the nature allows it.

1. Harbour promenade

2. River promenade

3. Railway park

PARKS AND 
CONNECTIONS



THE NEW BUS STATION

DOWNTOWN, DEVELOPMENT AREA

As the town hall mentioned on our first visit, Orkanger has the second-largest bus stop in the 
region. Many buses pass through Orkanger but it’s hard to believe that the town’s bus stop is so 
important as there’s no real space dedicated to it.

In the same vein, we came up with a low-cost solution that would enhance the town’s identity. 
We suggest simply using a carriage from the old train that used to run through the town. The 
idea is to provide a heated indoor space for people waiting for the bus.

We therefore propose keeping the station where it is, but enlarging it by removing the adjoining 
car park. This would create a second bus lane and a waiting area for users. At present, 
passengers wait outside for their bus, whatever the weather. Talking to some people, we learn 
that the local cutom is to take refuge in the shop next door while waiting.

The municipality aims  to create a new bus station that is better suited to the flow of traffic 
through the town. We don’t think it’s necessary to move the bus station from its current 
location because it’s central located.

A SHELTERED AREA

NEW TYPOLOGIES ALONG THE PARK
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In our proposal to help the municipality of Orkanger 
to develop its town, we took a particular interest in the 
downtown area which has suitable plots for development.  
 
With its many different activities and functions, this area can 
be further strengthened as a center. After proposing a linear 
park highlighting the old train line that once passed through 
the town, and thinking about how to improve the bus station, 
our interest turned to the development of the area in general. 
 
Following the main report provided by the town hall, and the 
moderate scenario, we announced a need for 1,400 new 
dwellings by 2040. We therefore find it interesting to develop 
this area of the city as a continuation of this new urban park. 
 
We don’t have a precise plan of how to build, but rather ideas 
to inspire the town council and local residents. We have 
therefore developed different types of housing, some of 
which can accommodate other functions on the ground floor, 
for example to help this area to become even more attractive. 
 
The idea is to show the potential of this area in terms of the 
development expected by the town. For us, it’s important to bear in 
mind that we need to set certain limits and construction rules, 
whatever they may be. We’d advise you to pay particular attention 
to noise, given the proximity of the E39, and also to make sure that 
you clearly demarcate private and public spaces, as well as fixed 
guidelines for the future construction.

DIFFERENT TYPOLOGIES, DIFFERENT GOAL

IMPROVED EXISTING BUS STATION


